
 

WATTS UP, DRIVE ELECTRIC
FLORIDA

From the Driver’s Seat: A
Message from the Board Chair

 
 

Dear Drive Electric Florida Community,

As we move further into 2025, Florida’s electric vehicle landscape continues to
evolve at a remarkable pace. Drive Electric Florida remains committed to
shaping that evolution through proactive engagement, strategic partnerships,
and data-driven education.

This quarter, I had the privilege of representing Drive Electric Florida at two
major national gatherings, the EV Summit and Expo in Las Vegas and the ACT
Expo in Anaheim, California. These events provided invaluable opportunities to
connect with other EV leaders from across the country. The relationships built
and insights gained through these engagements are already helping us refine
and expand our strategies here in Florida. Cross-state and nation wide
collaboration is essential to ensuring our state stays aligned with national best

https://energyresearch.ucf.edu/
https://evtransportationalliance.org/
https://electrificationcoalition.org/
https://www.driveelectricflorida.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=7ac989a8-4336-47e6-9a33-880788a9620c


practices and emerging technologies. It was inspiring to exchange ideas with
industry peers and learn about innovations that advance our collective missions.
On the policy front, Drive Electric Florida has submitted formal commentary to
the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) during
its current rulemaking process. This is a critical moment for EV-related regulatory
development in our state, and we are ensuring the voice of our organization is
heard as the rules governing our industry take shape. We continue to monitor
developments from the Florida legislative session that could impact EV adoption,
infrastructure investment, and regulatory frameworks. As always, our goal is to
keep DEFL members informed. 

As we head into the summer months, we’ll remain focused on helping to facilitate
increased development of charging infrastructure and boosting education and
outreach to help Floridians better understand the many benefits of electric
vehicles. We're also working to debunk common EV myths and ensure that
visitors driving EVs have a smooth and enjoyable experience while exploring the
Sunshine State. Thank you for your continued support and enthusiasm.
Together, we're keeping Florida as a national leader in clean, accessible
transportation. We’re excited for the progress ahead!

Kenneth Hernandez
Drive Electric Florida Board Chair

 
 

Under the Hood: Committee
Highlights & Happenings

 
Policy Pulse - Keeping You Informed

The Drive Electric Florida Policy
Committee has been quite busy over the
past several months, both with a rule
making underway at the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services (FDACS) and the 2025 session of
the Florida Legislature.  During the 2024



CLICK HERE to
view the summary

and links to the
rules on our

website

Florida Legislative Session, the Legislature
enacted SB 1084.  The Bill pre-empted
local or municipal government regulation
of EV charging stations and required FDACS
to develop rules by which EV chargers will
be regulated in the State of Florida.  The
Drive Electric Florida Policy Committee has
been participating in the development of
these rules by FDACS, which culminated in
the publication of final rules on April 16,
2025 with an effective date of May 1,
2025.  A summary of the Rules and links to
them is available on the Drive Electric
Florida website (Insert link here). Of
particular importance and immediate
relevance in the Final Rule are registration
requirements for EV charging stations.  All
new stations must register with FDACS
prior to becoming operational, and existing
stations must register within 90 days of the
effective date of the Rules.  Level 1, level
2 and level 3 chargers all must be
registered.  The Rules also provide
requirements for local governments which
require them to respond to completed
applications for charging stations within 90
days.  There are specific requirements for
safety, installation and design, and
signage.  And the Rules specify that
consumers can only be charged on a basis
of per kwh fees or subscription fees that
include the per kwh costs. Drive Electric
Florida recently requested rehearing
and/or reconsideration of the Final Rules. 
We remain concerned about conflicting
requirements in the Registration section
and the inclusion of Level 1 chargers in the
Registration requirement, which are
difficult to understand and will be difficult
to enforce.  Copies of the Request are
available from Drive Electric Florida.  On
May 14, FDACS denied our Request but did
provide additional clarifications in their
response.  Most importantly, FDACS
indicated that only Level 1 chargers
providing a permanent vehicle connection
will be required to Register.  Again, copies
of the FDACS response are available from
DEFL. The Policy Committee has also been
active in following the 2025 Florida
Legislative Session.  Of particular interest
were several Bills introduced that would
have taken portions of the current taxes
imposed at EV charging stations and

https://www.driveelectricflorida.org/policy-committee-update-final-rule-from-fdacs-published/


dedicated those taxes to highway
construction.  Those taxes currently go to
the State’s General Fund.  DEFL supported
these provisions but unfortunately they
were withdrawn before the end of the
Legislative Session.

 

Charged Up - Infrastructure Insights

CLICK HERE for resources
from DEFL.

The Infrastructure Committee has
been actively monitoring recent
developments surrounding tariffs
on imported EV components and
charging equipment—particularly
those from key markets like China
—and assessing their potential
impact on infrastructure
deployment in Florida. These
tariffs could drive up project
costs, slow the pace of charging
station expansion, and highlight
the need for strategic sourcing and
investment in domestic supply
chains. At the same time, the
Florida Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services (FDACS) has
finalized a new rule establishing
standards for the registration,
inspection, and accurate
measurement of EV charging
services. The committee has been
reviewing the rule’s
implementation and offering
guidance on best practices to help
stakeholders navigate compliance.

 

Empowered - Education, Equity &
Outreach Spotlight

The Education and Outreach
Committee has made significant
progress this year, and I want to
thank our dedicated members for
their continued work and
engagement. We’ve successfully
met all first-quarter content
deadlines for blogs, webinars, and

https://www.driveelectricflorida.org/24-defl-resources/


CLICK HERE to visit our
website & explore the
valuable content our

committee members have
created

newsletters, with second-quarter
publications already in progress.
Our goals for the year include
consistent content development,
increased participation in EV-
related events across Florida, and
ongoing improvements to our
website and social media
platforms based on performance
analytics. We’re actively attending
events with the help of our
volunteers—please reach out if
you’re interested in representing
Drive Electric Florida. Website and
social media analytics are
underway; early data shows a
small but engaged audience of
about 1,500 followers, with
notable spikes during webinar
releases. Our next webinar,
scheduled for June, will focus on
correctly sizing home charging
solutions.

Plugged-In Perspectives:
Our Latest Blogs

 
Take a quick charge break and catch up on the latest EV insights from our
members and partners:

“Is a Battery Electric Vehicle(BEV) Greener than an Internal
Combustion Vehicle(ICE)? - Pete Westlake, April 2025

It’s one of the most common (and strangest) questions of the electrification age:
Is a battery electric vehicle (BEV) actually greener than a gas-powered car? In
our latest blog Pete Westlake digs deeper into the full lifecycle of a vehicle, from
manufacturing and fuel sources to end-of-life impact, to answer the question
once and for all. (Spoiler: BEVs come out at least 50% greener.)
 Click here to read the full blog and find out why going electric is a win for
the planet.

“Road Trips are Great in Electric Vehicles” - Stan Cross, March 2025
Is road-tripping in an electric vehicle practical? One longtime EV driver says
absolutely. In our latest blog, Stan Cross shares how he and his wife traveled

https://www.driveelectricflorida.org/
https://www.driveelectricflorida.org/online-article/is-a-battery-electric-vehiclebev-greener-than-an-internal-combustion-vehicleice/


1,400 miles from North Carolina to Florida in their Tesla Model Y, kayaking
through crystal-clear rivers by day and charging up with ease along the way.
Click here to read the full blog to see how Stan’s EV adventure proves
electric travel is more accessible than ever.

"3-Evs, 2-120V Plugs, 1 Week – Or How to Survive on a Wall Plug or
Two” - Bruce Westlake, February 2025

Think Level 1 (120V) charging is too slow to be practical? Think again. In our
latest blog, Bruce Westlake shares how three EV-driving couples spent a week
exploring northern Michigan while charging only with standard outlets at their
VRBO rental.
Click here to read the full blog to see how charging slowly doesn’t have to
slow you down.

“Trouble with the S Curve” - Peter Westlake, January 2025
In the 2012 film Trouble with the Curve, Clint Eastwood’s seasoned instincts beat
out flashy stats and there’s a lesson there for understanding how new
technologies take off. In our latest blog, Pete Westlake dives into the science
behind the S-Curve of technology adoption and what it means for the future of
EVs. From VHS vs. Beta to EVs vs. gas-powered cars, history tells us that
crossing the “chasm” is when real momentum kicks in. So, where are we now in
the curve? And how far do EVs have to go? Spoiler: The rise is steeper—and
closer—than you might think.
Click here to read the full blog

Bright Sparks: DEFL
Member in the Spotlight

Each quarter, Drive Electric Florida proudly highlights a few of our exceptional
members who are helping to electrify Florida’s future. As active DEFL members,
FSEC, ATE, and EC bring both vision and action to the organization's mission.
Thank you for being part of the charge!

Electrify Your Calendar:
WATTS Happening Near

You?
We’ve got a full battery of events coming up! Whether you’re looking to connect,
learn, or show off your ride, we’ve got you covered.

https://www.driveelectricflorida.org/online-article/road-trips-are-great-in-electric-vehicles/
https://www.driveelectricflorida.org/online-article/road-trips-are-great-in-electric-vehicles/
https://www.driveelectricflorida.org/online-article/3-evs-2-120v-plugs-1-week-or-how-to-survive-on-a-wall-plug-or-two/
https://www.driveelectricflorida.org/online-article/trouble-with-the-s-curve/


June, TBD : DEFL Webinar on the correct sizing of home charging solutions
*Stay tuned for more details and registration information to come

June 12, 2025: Webinar on Capitalizing on Green Investments: Taking
Advantage of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF) 

June 23-24, 2025: 3rd Annual Conference: Port Electrification 

June 26, 2025: Charge at Home Roundtable

July 16, 2025: EVDX Southeast

August 13 - 15 : AESP Flex Connect

August 21, 2025: Webinar on Expanding your Fleet with Emergency Service
Vehicles

August 25-27, 2025: 2025 Sustainable Fleet Technology Conference & Expo

August 26-28, 2025: EDTA Green Transportation Summit & Expo

Amped Up: EV News &
Industry Buzz

The world of electric mobility moves fast—here are a few highlights:

Florida ranks in the Top 5 states for EV growth nationwide:

“For the full year of 2024, Central Florida's EV registrations grew 15.2%,
surging past the national average of 9.4%. And registrations in EVs in
Orange County, where Orlando is, surged 46% year-over-year. It's an
acceleration of a trend that's been going on for years now. Florida is an
anomaly and, like Texas, it's posted relatively strong EV growth over the
years without significant state incentives.” 
CLICK HERE TO READ MORE….

“Kenneth Hernandez, Chairperson of Drive Electric Florida, was recently
featured in the Tampa Bay Times discussing the state's progress on
electric vehicles (EVs). He highlighted that Florida's advancements in EV
adoption have been largely driven by consumer demand rather than
government support. Hernandez also pointed out that the state has been
slower to implement federally funded programs aimed at expanding EV
charging infrastructure along highways”
CLICK HERE TO READ THE FULL ARTICLE

SACE Releases 5th Annual “Energy Efficiency in the Southeast” Report: 

The Southern Alliance for Clean Energy (SACE), a DEFL member, has released

https://realpicturelive.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TXvxwOnJQZ23o3U2hAwJfA?_ics=1741621707157&irclickid=~d595a86849834ZQWZ06a3UVKGBEFzrouqounoefd72ZOLCupga90&_gl=1*1q3xhw*_gcl_au*Mjc1NjEwNDEwLjE3NDE2MTg4Mzk.*_ga*Nzg5OTU1NDE3LjE3MTgwNDI5ODk.*_ga_L8TBF28DDX*MTc0MTYyMTUxOS45NS4xLjE3NDE2MjE3MDcuMC4wLjA.#/registration
https://web.cvent.com/event/c37fab14-3fb7-4b57-9a65-c0e4919f067c/summary
https://forth.zoom.us/meeting/register/ZIOqhnpARmK7VMR6Gmn9GQ#/registration
https://aesp.org/event/evdx-southeast/
https://aesp.org/flex-connect/
https://realpicturelive.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4j4zIPXfQn2vlaw8-YHnbA?_ics=1741621791059&irclickid=~d595a86849834ZQWZ06a3UVKGBEFzrouqounoefd72ZOLCupga90&_gl=1*ruie54*_gcl_au*Mjc1NjEwNDEwLjE3NDE2MTg4Mzk.*_ga*Nzg5OTU1NDE3LjE3MTgwNDI5ODk.*_ga_L8TBF28DDX*MTc0MTYyMTUxOS45NS4xLjE3NDE2MjE3OTEuMC4wLjA.#/registration
https://www.sustainablefleetexpo.com/
https://www.gtsummitexpo.com/registrationinfo
https://www.greencarreports.com/news/1138974_these-7-us-states-lead-the-nation-in-ev-registrations
https://www.greencarreports.com/news/1133477_three-of-the-five-us-states-with-the-most-evs-didn-t-have-a-mandate-for-them
https://www.greencarreports.com/news/1145877_florida-is-second-only-to-california-in-ev-sales
https://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/2025/03/21/trump-epa-rollback-florida-evs-power-plant-wetlands-pollution/


the latest edition of its annual Energy Efficiency in the Southeast report. This
year’s analysis, based on 2021 data, reveals that many Southeastern utilities
continue to underinvest in energy efficiency—despite its proven benefits as a
low-cost, clean energy resource.

The report emphasizes that, with significant new federal funding from the
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and the Inflation Reduction Act, there’s a key
opportunity for utilities and states in the Southeast to shift course and fully
realize the region’s energy efficiency potential.
CLICK HERE TO REVIEW THE REPORT

EcoCar Florida Showcases EVs at Coral Springs EarthFest 

Drive Electric Florida member, Howard Collash, with EcoCar Florida recently
participated in the Coral Springs EarthFest, displaying multiple EVs and
engaging with local officials, including Vice Mayor Nancy Metayer Bowen. He is
exploring the potential to host a Drive Electric Week event  in Coral Springs in
collaboration with the city’s Environmental Sustainability Committee.

https://www.cleanenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/Energy-Efficiency-in-the-Southeast-Fifth-Annual-Report.pdf


Tariffs Are Bad for E.V.s, but Some Models May Have a Leg Up
A recent article from The New York Times highlights how proposed tariffs on
imported cars and auto parts may slow the adoption of electric vehicles—a
technology vital to addressing climate change. However, U.S.-assembled EVs
like the Tesla Model Y and Volkswagen ID.4, which contain fewer imported
components, may be less affected and could even benefit in the short term.
Read the full article here 

*Please note a New York Times subscription may be required to read this article.

We Have a Winner!
Thank you to all the DEFL members who voted and submitted name ideas for
our newsletter—we loved seeing your creativity and enthusiasm!
After a strong round of voting, we’re excited to announce that our newsletter
officially has a name:

Watts Up, Drive Electric Florida

This name captures the energy, momentum, and innovation driving our
organization forward. We’re excited to continue bringing you the latest in
Florida’s EV landscape under this new title.
Thanks again to everyone who helped shape this fresh identity—we’re charged
up for what’s ahead!

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/27/business/tariffs-tesla-volkswagen-evs.html
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